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10 9. Small “facilitation” payments do not constitute payments made “to obtain or retain
business or other improper advantage” within the meaning of paragraph 1 and, accordingly,
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officials to perform their functions, such as issuing licenses or permits, are generally illegal
in the foreign country concerned. Other countries can and should address this corrosive
phenomenon by such means as support for programmes of good governance. However,
criminalisation by other countries does not seem a practical or effective complementary
action.
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